Bright ideas to save money!":-

A SMALL corper of Ross-
shire could find iself lead-
mg the way in reducing the
region’s fuel poverty if a vear-
long energy project launched
this week proves apowerful
SUCJEES.

With one eve on their wal-
lets wnd another on their car-
hon Tnotprint, West Alness
residents are hoping  hun-
dreds of houscholds i the
area will be able 1o reduce
their coergy bills by five per
cent i the next year,

Al @ cost ol £43.000, and
a bonus payment of 10,000
1o he spent in the community
if the target is reached, the
incentive to switch off lights
ainf cheek the relevision s’y
lelt on stand-by has never
been greater,

The launch of the Wes
Alness SAVE  (Save And
Value Energy) project cime
n the same week s West
AlnessResidents Association
wits named runner-up in the
Scettish Urban Regeneration
Forum (SURF) awards due
o presented at a cercmony
in Glasgow next month, [
will be a busy December for
the association, for the duy
betore the central belt cer-
emony members are due o
travel to London, where i1 is
expected they will walk away
with yet another prize at the
National Energy Efficiency
Awards. Exactly what posi-
ton they have clinched in
that ceremony will remain
under wraps until the big
day,
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The group was nomi-
nated following the regener-
ation of the local community
centre. As part of the over-
haul, the hall now includes
ground source heating which
it is hoped will go towards
reducing the running costs
f the building,

According 1o afficial sra-
listics the percentage of
people living m fuel pov-
erty in the region  con-
Lnues. i be above the
national average. In 2005,
21 per cent of househalds
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in Highland Council suf-
tered fucl poverty compared
I the Seottish average of
just 13 per cent. Experts at
this week's SAVE launch in
the Westend Community
LCentre believe the situation
remans the same today,
Speaking at the launch,

energy advisor Brid
McKibben, who was on

hand to wisit howseholders
and give them tips on how Lo
star saving their cash, said,
“The Scottish Highlands has
a higher percentage of fuel

ommunity Centre in Alness

poverty than amawhere else
i1 the country. Already peo-
ple here are starting to think
about theirenergy consump-
Liom, not least because of the
awirds this hall has won,”

The SAVE project, being
funded by Scorish Hydro
Electric, is a partnership
hetween  resident groups
N West Alness, Firhill,
Kirkside, Coulpark  and
Westford as well as Alness
Initiative  and  Highland
Couneil,

For these who attended
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Monday's launch the irony
of an energy  company
fmancing such a power and
MNey-saving  project  wis
HE A

Speaking wt the open-
ing ceremony Russell Ogy,
Scottish  Hydro  Electric’s
efficiency team  manager,
sald, “The irony may he
plain to see but there arc
A number of reasons why
things can’t carry on as they
are at the moment and the
carbon footprint is nat the
least of them,”



